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Creating a Warm, Welcoming, Inclusive
Early Learning Environment
DR. ERIC BUCHER, COMMUNITY EDUCATION MANAGER

Preschoolers thrive in school when their teachers are patient, kind, and
well-trained in early childhood development. In our Madison preschools, our teachers work
hard to develop individualized, supportive relationships with each child - getting to know
their strengths and cultures.
Our goal is to provide inclusive environments where all young learners feel a sense
of belonging. We support relevant learning experiences focused on academic, social, and
emotional growth. Our preschool classrooms welcome preschoolers with special needs,
and our teachers collaborate closely with the Madison Student Services Department to
make sure children have the resources and support they need to be successful.
Check out this article that explains what you might see in an inclusive early learning
environment and why it's important for all children (especially those with special needs).
The Power of Inclusion: What to Expect When Your Preschooler Attends an Inclusive
Preschool Program (NAEYC, 2021)

Our November ECP Activity Calendar for families is
designed with ideas for daily learning at home including early
math, social-emotional skills and early literacy. We hope
you'll explore this month's calendar with your child and let us
know which activities resonated with you.
The calendar is available to view by clicking here.

Like us on Facebook! Get activity ideas and up-to-date information by liking our
Facebook Page: Madison School District Community Education.
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In Madison’s Community Education Department, our theme this year is gratitude. We are
so grateful to have a dedicated, experienced team of early childhood professionals working
to support Madison children, families, and the community.
In September, Mrs. Lavina Bahm was recognized as the 12 News A+ Teacher of the Week,
an award that highlights teachers making a difference in our communities.
Mrs. Bahm is a preschool teacher at Rose Lane Elementary School and has served in the
district for 3 years. Mrs. Bahm was nominated by Olga, a parent from her 4-year-old
classroom. Here's what Olga said about Mrs. Bahm's amazing work and dedication to
young learners:
"She is compassionate, creative, nurturing, and passionate not only about
educating the kids, but also about keeping them safe and comfortable during this
difficult time... Mrs. Bahm has made the transition to school... easier for our kiddo (who
said ‘my teacher is perfect’ after the first week) and also for the parents."
" She is a gem and we are so lucky to be in her classroom. She deserves to be
recognized!"
We are proud of Mrs. Bahm’s contributions to the District and her unwavering
commitment to children’s success. You can watch the news clip here.
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